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Many years ago, as a young
nurse, I visited Lourdes with

a group of boys and girls organ-
ised by the Oblate Fathers of
Inchicore.   We went not strictly
as pilgrims but as workers.   The
girls were nurses and we worked
in the Accueil Notre Dame close
to the Grotto while the boys
worked as Brancardier (helpers)
transporting the patients in wheel-
chairs around the Grotto and up
into the town to look at the shops. 
I had never given much thought
to Lourdes and the Apparition of
Our Lady to Bernadette.   I had no
idea what to expect.  At the crack
of dawn on the first morning we
donned our white uniforms and
headed down to the Grotto and
across to the Accueil which is 

neither a hospital nor a hostel but
houses the sick and disabled.
The word Accueil actually means
‘welcome’. There seemed to be
very little direction as to what we
were supposed to do when we
went inside.  In fact there was a
general air of confusion.  There
were several nurses speaking dif-
ferent languages.  A few of the
more seriously ill patients had
their own nurse with them. 

We zoned in on the English
speaking patients and began
assisting them to wash, dress 
and have breakfast.  It was the
patients who informed us what
the plan for the day was. When
the patients were ready they had
to sit in one of the strange looking
wheelchairs stacked in the porch.

Whether they could walk or not
they had no choice but to sit in a
wheelchair and be taken to the
open air Mass and later, if they
wished, to the baths. 

Our Lady gave them the
strength to carry on
Some of the sick had been com-
ing to Lourdes for many years
and when we asked them if they
were disappointed that they were
not cured they said no, but that it
didn’t matter because in Lourdes
they got the strength and courage
from Our Lady to carry on until
they could come and be with her
again.  I was much moved by
their faith and by their relation-
ship with Our Lady and their trust
that she would give them the
strength to carry on despite their
health problems.

This experience led me to reflect
on the cures performed by Jesus as
recorded in the New Testament.
And to wonder were they all actu-
ally cures in the physical sense?
“Jesus went all over Galilee,

teaching in the synagogues,
preaching the Good News about
the Kingdom, and healing people
who had all kinds of disease and
sickness.” Matt: 4. 23.   We know,
because it is on record, that among
the many he cured physically there
was one man whom he told to pick
up his bed and walk, we know he
cured a woman who was bleeding.
How many more did he fill with
the Holy Spirit so that they had the
strength and courage to carry on
but who were not physically
cured? 

I was thankful that so many
people whom I met in Lourdes
that year were cured in that spiri-
tual rather than physical way; I
felt that I too was among them.  It
was a wonderful start to a long
and fruitful career in nursing, 
a career in which Our Lady
accompanied me every step of the
way.  I came away from Lourdes
that year knowing that thousands
of miracles happen there that 
are never recorded officially;
miracles of the heart.  

Were they actually cured?
Anne Marie Lee

Beauty 
“Never lose an opportunity for seeing anything that is
beautiful; For beauty is God's handwriting –
a wayside sacrament. Welcome it in every fair face,
in every fair sky, in every fair flower. And thank God
for it as a cup of His blessing.” - RALPH WALDO EMERSON
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